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TESTIMONY OF LORE MORAN DODGE 1 

Q.  Please state your name and address. 2 

A. My name is Lore Moran Dodge, and my address is P.O. Box 682, Palm Beach, 3 

Florida 33480.  I also co-own the Moran Family/Longue Vue Farm at 659 Jefferson Road (Route 4 

116) in Whitefield, New Hampshire along with my siblings.  Longue Vue Farm consists of two 5 

parcels of land, the east side of Rt. 116 (101 acres) and the west side of Rt. 116 (95 acres).  6 

Q:  Please describe the family history of Longue Vue Farm. 7 

A: My grandparents, Serena and J. Bell Moran who lived in Detroit, Michigan, were 8 

looking for land to buy for a sleep away summer camp for their four children. The year was 9 

1925. My grandmother was from Maine and really wanted to find something there or nearby on 10 

The Cape, Wianno to be specific. My grandfather however persevered and said no flappers and 11 

bathtub gin for his children! He wanted a better environment, clean air, remote, mountain 12 

climbing, swimming, and just plain wholesome living for his family!   13 

Now the year is 1926. In the end it was my grandfather's best friend Wilfred Casgrain, 14 

also a Detroiter and a distant relative, who told my grandfather about a farm that 15 

abutted his property that was for sale. He said the views of The Presidential Range were 16 

breathtaking! A sight one could never forget! The owners were two French Canadian brothers, 17 

Felix and Hector Joudin, who had 300 acres on Route 116 and Jefferson Road in Whitefield. My 18 

grandfather did not speak French and they didn't speak much English...but they struck a deal 19 

that was amicable for both parties. The rest, as they say, is history now!  20 

Our land is on both sides of Route 116. At the time of purchase, the farmhouse was on 21 

the knoll immediately upon driving in our gates on the right hand side. It was moved across the 22 
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road when building began on the main house. A local well-known architect was chosen by the 1 

name of George C. Glover from Boston. In his letter to the architect, my grandfather described 2 

why he chose this property and described the view, stating, “This view is looking directly at the 3 

Presidential Range.” (Exhibit 1).  He had also done work on The Mountain View House and The 4 

Spalding Inn also in Whitefield. A man-made pond and barbeque pit welcomed many a 5 

guest across our driveway. Many guests from both hotels enjoyed swimming in our pond since 6 

their pools were not built until later. Beautiful gardens with an allee in the middle enhanced the 7 

right side of the house with a fountain, was the location for my oldest girl cousin’s wedding in 8 

1965. 9 

At one time before family members decided to go in different directions to pursue their 10 

particular dreams, we had four different parts of the family sharing Longue Vue every summer! 11 

When there wasn't enough room in the main house some would stay at The Mountain View or 12 

Spalding Inn. But, every evening, like clockwork, everyone came home for dinner. Stories 13 

of family members’ day were shared by all. Whether it be climbing a four thousand footer, going 14 

up the tramway, Lost River, The Flume, lunch at Polly's Pancake Parlor or going to North 15 

Conway shopping, driving to Portland to have a “lobstah” lunch while visiting an old friend, all 16 

was recounted at the dinner table! Followed by board games or "Murder In The Dark." That was 17 

a huge attraction! 18 

On an especially private note, I met and married my husband, John B. Dodge, because of 19 

our two families’ long association in Whitefield since the late twenties. 20 

Q:  In addition to family and friends, do other people enjoy the view from Longue 21 

Vue Farm? 22 
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A: At foliage time tourists stop and take pictures of our incredible views. Artist's 1 

pitch their easels, and as children my sister and I would rush to bring them fresh cider and 2 

doughnuts. There have also been photographs in the local papers taken around our property 3 

capturing the turning of our trees at this special time. 4 

Q:  What effect would the proposed Northern Pass project have on your 5 

relationship to Longue Vue Farm? 6 

A: Childhood memories abound when walking around every nook and cranny of our 7 

part of heaven.  Everything I have ever known is tied up in this property. It is truly everything to 8 

me. Nothing is more sacred. It is a view from God that Thomas Starr King was known to say. 9 

The thought that someday the Northern Pass will try to construct huge towers which will 10 

be in clear view and come between my property and the mountains will be devastating for the 11 

rest of my life. The idea of relocating after 66 years....how horrible. 12 

TESTIMONY OF LISE MORAN 13 

Q.  Please state your name and address. 14 

A. My name is Lise Moran.  My address is 245 East 72nd Street.  I also co-own the 15 

Moran Family/ Longue Vue Farm at 659 Jefferson Road (Route 116) in Whitefield, New 16 

Hampshire along with my siblings.  I am also the President of the Whitefield Historical Society 17 

and on the Board of Directors of The New York Landmarks Conservancy. 18 

Q:   Please describe Longue Vue Farm. 19 

A: The east side (101 acres) of the property contains the main house, a garage with 20 

wood and tool sheds, an old dairy shed (now for bicycles and trash receptacles) and a formal 21 
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fieldstone flower garden and a vegetable garden.  There are also fruit trees (apple) in a row and 1 

four rows of raspberry bushes.  2 

 On the west side of the road is the "farm complex" (95 acres), which was a dairy farm in 3 

1930-1945, and previous to that a hill farm of East Whitefield owned by the Jouduin Brothers – 4 

Felix and Hector.  This complex includes a ca. 1930 barn and a Greek Revival farmhouse c. 1870 5 

with a wrap-around Queen Anne porch.  (See Exhibit 2 (NH Department of Historical Resources 6 

Reconnaissance Survey Form.)  The 1930s garage was rebuilt in the same spot in 1988 with a 7 

new garage.  8 

Q:   Please describe your family’s initial development of Longue View Farm. 9 

A: My grandfather chose a few lots that had exceptional views to the North and East 10 

to build his home.  The area measured 300 acres originally; then he sold off 100 acres to make 11 

current size.  (See Exhibit 3 (historic photographs).)  12 

He decided to build on a ledge and look toward the Northern Presidentials.  He had the 13 

farmhouse moved down from the knoll and had timbers from the old barn saved to make a new 14 

barn where currently it is situated.  Local lumber was used to construct the house (i.e. spruce and 15 

fir) for the frame, but the interior trim all throughout the house is made from California redwood.  16 

The redwood was a gift from Mrs. Serena Moran's father and grandfather, who owned a lumber 17 

company in Scotia, California.  The bills of lading show lumber was shipped up here in 1927.  18 

The property was purchased in November, 1926 and local craftsmen built the house.  It was 19 

finished by July 1927. 20 

Q: How has your family enjoyed Longue View Farm over the years? 21 
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A: The Moran family came every summer from Detroit, Michigan, with their four 1 

children.  It passed to them and now one branch, the J. Bell Moran Jr.'s four children, owns it as 2 

tenants in common.  The family currently hosts other branches if they would like to come to 3 

visit.  Third cousins came this summer for the first time!  This was the place all of the 4 

grandchildren could be together (even if they couldn't all fit – they bunked in with neighboring 5 

families or at the Spalding Inn down the road).  We saw them every day for swimming, a meal, 6 

an evening playing cards, telling family stories, playing charades and "murder-in-the-dark," and 7 

other past times. When we couldn't swim, we went out on the back porch to play "airplane 8 

hostess," play cards, or read in front of the fireplace.  9 

 The house was the nucleus for the family and is the one continuum for the family, 10 

historically for all of us and all of the cousins.   11 

 We learned to drive on the back driveway, learned to fold the flag, and learned about 12 

flower and vegetable gardening. We learned about the value of planting trees to grace the 13 

property.  As the property had been a hill farm, my grandfather really cared about "foresting" the 14 

spot for protection as well as for the beauty of the trees. His last gesture was the planting of two 15 

large sugar maples to help shade the front from the sun.  16 

We use our property for barbeques at the lake, swimming, hiking, gardening, reading and 17 

inviting guests. 18 

Q:  Why is Longue Vue Farm special to you? 19 

A: Why is it special?  It is the site, setting, architecture, history of family, the 20 

memories, stories and the continuum.  It's the one place that continues no matter what!  Our 21 

views are spectacular from the front fieldstone porch.  We have a view toward the northeast of 22 
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Mt. Cabot, Mt. Waumbek, and Mt. Starr King, and have a spectacular view as well of the 1 

Northern Presidentials of Madison, Adams, Jefferson, Clay, Washington, and Monroe and of 2 

Cherry Mountain.  There would also be a view of the Franconia Range if we cut down trees in 3 

that direction.  4 

 The PSNH/Eversource runs through a corner of the western section of Longue Vue Farm.  5 

We currently do not see the power lines of PSNH/Eversource.  We would see the new projected 6 

power lines of a greater height.  Our viewshed will take in this route of the power lines from the 7 

top of Rt. 116 down the valley behind our farmhouse where our hiking trail abuts the right-of-8 

way. 9 

 Particularly in the fall, people come with their easels to paint our view or take 10 

photographs.  The Coos County Democrat, on April 26, 1989, took an iconic picture of the 11 

special viewshed from the rise of land on Rt. 116 showing the barn, farmhouse and garage.  12 

(Exhibit 4.)  This statement is also supported by the suggestion that our house, farmhouse and 13 

garage be inventoried for the State Register of Historic Places in the State of New Hampshire 14 

because it is significant and has integrity and historic fabric.   15 

We give up other things so that we four siblings can keep our traditions alive by 16 

maintaining this summer home the way our grandmother would have liked us to.  We have our 17 

fields cut every other year, prune trees, wrap arborvitae, maintain our stone walls, and do a 18 

property report every year.  We also have plenty of apple trees to help attract wildlife.   19 

Q: How would the proposed Northern Pass project lessen the specialness of 20 

Longue View Farm? 21 
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A: The Northern Pass would greatly diminish our cherished view. We don't see any 1 

manmade structures in this viewshed of mountains.  One can see another house only in one small 2 

place just down the driveway to the south.  Our property will be "cheapened."  We do not want 3 

to live here anymore with this intrusion.  We are also concerned about the drop in value if the 4 

Northern Pass is built.  We have a gorgeous view of the Northern Presidentials currently.  The 5 

proposed Northern Pass would be visible from our property year-round and located directly in 6 

our view of the Presidentials. 7 

  The height of the Northern Pass structures plus the visibility of the structures will 8 

absolutely undermine this iconic, sublime landscape so painted by the artists of the White 9 

Mountains and untouched by the manufacturing and industrialization after the Civil War.  People 10 

traditionally have escaped the cities of the Northeast to see beauty and breathe fresh air in the 11 

White Mountains.  12 

 All of our family traditions stem from here.  Birthdays, graduations, and funeral services 13 

always were commemorated here, even if they took place at another time during the year.  We 14 

have experienced our rites of passage on this property; we had a huge family wedding here in 15 

1965, overlooking, again, this beautiful backdrop.   16 
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